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Good morning ladies and gentlemen,
First of all, I would like to express – also on behalf of my colleagues in PURPLE - our gratitude to the Conseil Régional Nord pas de Calais", for inviting our network here and making this conference possible. Thank you for all the effort and the warm welcome. This is the 10th event we have organised as PURPLE since we joined our forces and decided to work together. I am sure that this conference will bring all the PURPLE regions to a further understanding of our shared interests. 
Before I go any further let me tell you something about PURPLE. PURPLE was founded in 2004 during a conference on City & Countryside that Regio Randstad Holland organised in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions. PURPLE brings together regions from across the EU including: Cataluña, Flanders, Frankfurt Rhein/Main, Île de France, Mazovia, MHAL (province of Limburg), Nord Pas de Calais, Regio Randstad, Rhône-Alpes, South East England,  Stockholm, West Midlands, Dublin and Zealand. These regions are working together to maximise the advantages resulting from their location in proximity to large urban areas while minimising adverse impacts on the urban-rural character, landscape and environment that make them distinct and special. 

PURPLE undertakes two lines of action: on the one hand we are active in promoting peri-urban issues in policy development through our lobby activities; on the other hand PURPLE regions share knowledge, experience and good practice through events such as this one and through project development. Further growth in members of PURPLE is still very welcome, and I believe it would enhance the power of PURPLE to embrace some southern and eastern European regions.

Now let's get back to today's event. We, as PURPLE regions, are already convinced about the importance of peri urban regions and the crucial role of farming to our regional development. In the last three years PURPLE has gathered evidence to prove just that. A shared peri urban vision on the CAP reform project was one of the results. We presented our vision in May 2008 to EU-commissioner Fischer Boel. A few months later, in Chambery, we presented a declaration on the CAP which has been presented to the EU Agriculture Ministers Informal Council, in Annecy. On top of that PURPLE regions used every opportunity to influence the decision-making process. As the rapporteur "Health Check" for the Committee of the Regions I was able to give peri urban interests an important place in the report of the Committee. 
By the end of November 2008 the EU Agriculture Ministers Council adopted the Health Check legislation. The legislation puts more emphasis on the importance of regional tailor made solutions in fighting new challenges such as biodiversity, water management, climate chance and renewable energy; challenges which all have a major impact on our peri urban regions. The legislation shows that our efforts have been successful. The importance of rural development is strengthened, regional solutions have been made possible and peri urban farming is given a major role in meeting the challenges. 
But having scored a success in Brussels, it is now up to us to build on that result at a regional level. In most countries it is up to member states to implement the new challenges in their rural development programs. Regional authorities must play a major role in that process. We as PURPLE regions should claim that role. 
And that is exactly what we are going to have our debate about. How regions themselves can strengthen the role of peri urban farming?  To start our debate I would like you to tell you something about how my region, the Randstad Region, is acting right now. 

Together with several other Dutch regions and the ministry of agriculture we are working on a new rural development strategy. In my region one of the major issues is the pressure on farmers from rising real estate prices and rising costs for example for fertilizer etc. Profits are under pressure. The traditional way of expansion to keep up with global markets is no longer an option for a large group of farmers. On top of that there is also the demand for more recreational use and landscape management. 
And now we also find ourselves in the midst of a financial crisis and a global economic recession of unknown proportions. Together with many other economic sectors our farmers find themselves even less profitable due to lowering market prices. The economic crisis accelerates the need to create added value to keep our farmers profitable. And with their continued profitability come all the benefits of high quality fresh food, landscape management and regional identity. To create added value we are looking at innovation. Innovation that combines strategies to face the new challenges, while ensuring we maximise the benefits of the proximity to the city. It is my personal belief that farmers are willing to meet these challenges. But they have to be supported in the process of innovation. That is where regional and local authorities can play a crucial role.  They can use their Rural Development programs: 
To provide room for experiments within their planning systems, 
To initiate demonstration projects, 
…. and as we shall discuss today, 
To help farmers bridge the gap between city and countryside.
And last but not least we have to take a close look at the food chain. In that chain, market prices and farmer's income are out of balance. Global food industries are making large profits. Farmers are fighting to remain in business. It is from that perspective the European Parliament recently adopted a report that calls for a shift in power within the food chain.  Producer's organisations should be encouraged, as this would help to increase farmers negotiating powers. In turn, this would help to shorten the marketing channels to consumers and would

give added value to their products. And, once again, added value is needed to keep our farmers competitive!
To conclude I would like to say that a close look at the process of implementing the Health Check legislation is of great importance to PURPLE. We can use our own experience to help us prepare for the debates on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013.  Also other dossiers, such as territorial cohesion and climate change, need our attention. We have succeeded in getting ourselves known and taken seriously by decision makers in Brussels. This year a new European parliament will be elected followed by a new Commission. To keep on scoring successes we cannot afford to weaken our effort. Therefore we have to keep focussed. All members of Purple need to remain actively involved in lobbying and preparation of dossiers!
So now let’s start with our own debate! 
 Thank you for your attention.
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