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Dezernat I – ABTEILUNG Regionalentwicklung, Wirtschaft und Europa
Reinhard Henke

Presentation of the PURPLE position at the TCUM seminar in Brussels, 12th March, 2010
The presentation (both the powerpoint version and a video) is available at 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/territorial/12032010/doc/henke-tcum-final.ppt and 
http://webstream.ec.europa.eu/scic/regio/100312/day1OR-1.wmv (from 0:58:00 to 1:10:00)

Abstract
I put a question mark behind the title of my presentation: ‘Urban-Rural Cooperation?’  This was not to challenge the need to co-operate but to advocate PURPLE’s plea for a differentiated view: 
a) It is not just ‘urban’ and ‘rural’ because this is an outdated notion rooted in our thinking and speaking but obsolete since town walls vanished. We need to acknowledge that there is something in between, a zone that is distinctively different from both the urban and the rural. We call this the peri-urban area, and we are convinced that this combines the advantages of the towns and the countryside: the best of both worlds. This topic had been addressed as early as in the Europe 2000+ publica​tion, but there has been no progress since then.
b) Although the NUTS system has its merits it should not be forced to serve as an explanation of functional complexities. Analyses based on it are at risk of over simplification, as can be demonstrated by the attempt to show an ‘Urban-rural typology of NUTS3 regions’ (in the annex of the Green Book on Territorial Cohesion), where the North Sea island Texel is as urban as Paris, whereas the outskirts of Copenhagen are as remote as the Outer Hebrides. NUTS 3 is an inappropriate scale to show regional realities.
c) A look at land use patterns as represented in the CORINE data base shows the need to address a complex reality, not fitting any NUTS category. This should not be data driven but done on a problems first basis. There is now a network – PURPLE – of those who are the ‘owners’ of the problem, and it would add value to the EU’s activities to profit from their regional bottom-up knowledge.
PURPLE’s Position:

Peri-urban areas have environmental, territorial and agricultural specificities that current policies do not reflect adequately. This is a missed opportunity, because peri-urban areas are the growth zones for EU prosperity.  Peri-urban areas can contribute to reaching the EU’s goals.  PURPLE regions wish to go beyond the COR definition of an EU region (ie the first territorial entity below the member state level) and apply a problem and place based approach. 
Looking ahead, PURPLE suggests that:
Future policies should take account of the reality and complexity of peri-urban territories

Future policies should be flexible enough to be able to ‘transform diversity into an asset’
Future policies should respect bottom-up definitions of regions

Future policies should enable networking

Future policies should enhance the quality of the debate about territorial development. 
We invite colleagues of DG Regio to keep in touch with PURPLE because we will be happy to help with future design of policy and vision for territorial development.
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